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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 28th March, 2000 

S.0.290(E).— Whereas the Central Government is of 
the opinion that it is necessary to appoint a Commission 
of Inquiry for the purpose of making an inquiry into a 
definite matter of public importance, namely, the 
circumstances leading to the use of force by the police 
that is lathi charge and use of tear-gas on the lawyers' 
demonstration held at Parliament Street, New Delhi on the 
24th February, 2000; 


Now, therefore, in 
conferred by section 3 of the 
1952 (60 of 1952), the Central 


exercise of the powers 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 
Government hereby appoints 
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a Commission of Inquiry to be presided over by Hon'ble 
Mr. Justice N.C. Kochhar, a retired Judge of the 
Rajacthan High Court. 

The terms of reference of the Commission shall be 
as follows: 

(i) to inquire into the facts, circumstances and 

events leading to the use of force by the police 
that is lathi charge and use of tear-gas etc. on 
the lawyers' demonstration held at Parliament 
Street, New Delhi on 24th February, 2000; 

(ii) to examine and report whether the force used by 
the police was excessive and disproportionate 
and, if so, fix the responsibility on the erring 
police officials; and 

(iii) to recommend measures that need to be taken to 
avoid occurrence of such incidents in future. 

The Commission shall submit its report to the 
Central Government as soon as may be but not later than 
three months from the date of its first sitting. 

The Commission may, if it deems fit, make interim 
reports to the Central Government before the expiry of 
the said period on any of the matters specified in this 


notification. 
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The Commission shall have all the powers under 
the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 and shall follow its 
own procedure subject to the provisions of the said Act 
and the rules made thereunder relating to the procedure 
of the Commission. 

The headquarters of the Commission shall be at 
New Delhi. 

[ 14036/50/2000-UTP ] 
KAMAL PANDE, Home Secy. 
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